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“NOW AND ALWAYS -- A Fine City ● A Great Community”
ORDINANCE - O-11-09
Amending Chapter 22 "Zoning"

Of the Fremont City Code

THE CITY OF FREMONT ORDAINS THE FOLLOWING CHANGES TO CHAPTER 22, THE FREMONT ZONING ORDINANCE, WHICH IS IN THE CITY OF FREMONT’S CODE OF ORDINANCES:

Article 2 – Definitions, Sec. 2.02 Definitions is hereby amended to add the following definitions:  
ARTICLE 2 - DEFINITIONS, Sec. 2.02 Definitions 
C. Definitions – C

Cold Frame:  An unheated outdoor structure with a top of glass or clear plastic, used for protecting seedlings and plants from the cold and that is used to extend the growing season.
Community Garden:  An area of land managed and maintained by a group of individuals to grow and harvest food crops and/or non-food, ornamental crops, such as flowers, for personal or group use, consumption or donation.  Community gardens may be divided into separate plots for cultivation by one or more individuals or may be farmed collectively by members of the group and may include common areas maintained and used by group members.
G. Definitions – G
Greenhouse:  A building made of glass, plastic or fiberglass in which plants are cultivated and that is used to extend the growing season.

H. Definitions – H
Hoophouse:  A structure made of PVC piping or other material covered with translucent plastic, constructed in a “half round” or “hoop” shape that is used to extend the growing season.
Note:  These additions will be placed in alphabetical order within each Section.   

U.  Definitions - U

Uses  5. Government and Institutional

a. Religious institutional, including a church, temple, synagogue, mosque, parish house, convent and mission

b. Social, fraternal and service organization, including athletic and social clubs, literary association, youth association

c. Medical center, including hospital, rehabilitation center and clinic, and administrative offices

d. Park, plaza, square, playground, walkway and similar uses

e. Governmental services or offices

f. Court or courthouse

g. Police station and firehouse

h. Community center and recreation center

i. Library

j. Museum

k. Community Garden

Article 4 “Estate District”, Section 4.01 A. “Uses”, “Government & Institutional” is hereby amended to add “Community Garden” under the Uses by Right category.

Article 4 “Neighborhood District”, Section 4.02 A. “Uses”, “Government & Institutional” is hereby amended to add “Community Garden” under the Uses by Right category.

Article 4 “Mixed Use District”, Section 4.03 A. “Uses”, “Government & Institutional” is hereby amended to add “Community Garden” under the Uses by Right category.

Article 5 “Multiple Family District”, Section 5.01 A. “Uses”, “Government & Institutional” is hereby amended to add “Community Garden” under the Uses by Right category.
Article 5 “Institutional District”, Section 5.03 A. “Uses”, “Government & Institutional” is hereby amended to add “Community Garden” under the Uses by Right category.

Article 5 “Institutional District”, Section 5.03  C. “Accessory Provisions”, “Accessory Buildings” is hereby amended to add the following language under this Section:

“In addition to an accessory garage, one accessory structure or building of not more than 144 sq. ft. and 12 feet in height may be erected as long as it meets the setback requirements for accessory structures.
A detached accessory building or structure shall be located at least 10 feet from the main building.

A detached accessory building or structure shall be located at least 3 feet from the rear or side lot lines and shall be no closer to the front lot line than the RBL established by the main building.”

Article 6 “General Provisions”, is hereby amended to add the following language:

ARTICLE 6 “GENERAL PROVISIONS”, Section 6.25 Community Gardens
· Garden use shall be limited to hours of 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m., but no activities shall occur on the site after dark.

· Accessory buildings/structures (hoophouses, coldframes, etc.) are permitted subject to the accessory building/structure size and setback regulations of the zoning district in which the community garden is located.
· Fences if used strictly for enclosing the garden area and not used as a permanent privacy fence may be made of wire, wood, chain link or ornamental metal, but the height of the fence shall not exceed the maximum height requirement for fences allowed in the district.   

· The community garden shall be maintained in a neat and orderly manner.  Trash, weed and dirt piles and debris of any sort shall not be allowed to accumulate on site.  Fences shall be maintained and they should not pose a safety hazard.  
· The site shall be served by a water supply sufficient to support the cultivation practices used on the site.
· The establishment of a community garden shall not alter the drainage pattern of stormwater runoff nor shall water flow off the site of a community garden from on-site watering activity by the members of the community garden.
· The edge of a garden plot or other obstruction (raised flower beds, benches, etc.) shall be a minimum of three (3) feet from all lot lines.

· Composting is permitted as long as it is contained and maintained so as not to emit excessive odors.    
· Lighting is prohibited on the site of a community garden.

· Vehicle access to the site shall only be by way of driveway.

· Vehicles accessing the site shall not be parked on or over the public sidewalk or on any grass.  Vehicles must be parked on a hard surface that is available due to the principal use that exists on the site.

· One free standing sign made of natural material consisting of no more than 12 sq. ft. shall be allowed in districts that allow community gardens, except a freestanding sign is not allowed on a property where a dwelling unit is located.   The freestanding sign must satisfy the sign setback requirements of the district.

· One wall sign made of a natural material is permitted as long as it does not exceed 2 sq. ft.

· No community garden sign may be illuminated.

· Retail sales shall not be permitted on site.

· Gardening activities shall be conducted in a manner which is consistent with the activities and noise levels of the neighborhood in which they are located.
· Hoophouses are considered accessory structures in all Residential, Mixed-use, Multi-family, and Institutional Districts and shall satisfy the applicable district regulations.
· Cold frames in excess of 36 sq. ft. are considered accessory structures in Residential, Mixed-use, Multi-family, and Institutional Districts and shall satisfy the applicable district regulations.  Cold frames less than 36 sq. ft. are not considered accessory structures and are allowed as long as they are located at least three (3) feet from the property line.

· Greenhouses are considered accessory structures in all Residential, Mixed-use, Multi-family, and Institutional Districts as long as they satisfy all the applicable district regulations.  Greenhouses are not allowed as an accessory structure in the West Main District unless the planning commission approves a deviation request and the applicable standards for detached accessory buildings in the West Main District are adhered to.  
· No community gardens, hoophouses, cold frames or greenhouses are allowed in front yards.
Councilmember Jane Drake moved the adoption of the foregoing Ordinance, which was seconded by Councilmember Merle Ross and thereupon adopted by the City Council of the City of Fremont by unanimous roll call vote, at a regular meeting held September 19, 2011.    
Yeas: Conley, Drake, Ross, Rynberg
Nayes: None
Absent: Breinling

______________________________


James M. Rynberg, Mayor


______________________________


Todd Blake, Fremont City Clerk
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