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“NOW AND ALWAYS -- A Fine City ● A Great Community”
ORDINANCE NO. O-10-01
Amending Chapter 22 "Zoning"

Of the Fremont City Code

THE CITY OF FREMONT ORDAINS:

Chapter 22, Section 4.01- ESTATE DISTRICT, Signs – Ground is hereby repealed and replaced in its entirety as follows:

Uses – Signs - Ground:  Government and Institutional Uses and Financial/Medical/Professional Offices only and Bed and Breakfast Homes and Senior Housing

· One 32 sq. ft. sign is permitted, not exceeding 6 ft. in height and set back at least 10 ft. from all side and rear property lines and 5 ft. from the right-of-way line.

· Up to 30% of the sign may include a reader board or electronic display; however, electronic displays shall be limited to text only, with only one color used for text, on a single color background.
Chapter 22, Section 4.02 – NEIGHBORHOOD DISTRICT, Signs – Ground is hereby repealed and replaced in its entirety as follows:
Uses – Signs - Ground:  Governmental and Institutional Uses and Financial/Medical/Professional Offices only and Bed and Breakfast Homes and Senior Housing

· One 32 sq. ft. sign is permitted, not exceeding 6 ft. in height and set back at least 10 ft. from all side and rear property lines and 5 ft. from the right-of-way line.

· Up to 30% of the sign may include a reader board or electronic display; however, electronic displays shall be limited to text only, with only one color used for text, on a single color background.
 Chapter 22, Section 4.04 – WEST MAIN DISTRICT, Signs – Awning or Canopy is hereby repealed and replaced in its entirety as follows:

· A sign may be painted, stenciled or otherwise affixed flat to the awning surface and cannot extend vertically or horizontally beyond the limits of the awning.

· Characters can take up no more than 50% of the awning or canopy surfaces that face the primary street, but graphics/designs can encompass the entire canopy.

· One suspended sign may be suspended under an awning for each ground floor establishment, not exceeding 4 sq. ft. in area and having a minimum clearance of 8 ft. above the sidewalk or other pedestrian area.

Chapter 22, Section 4.05 – DOWNTOWN MAIN DISTRICT – Signs – Awning or Canopy is hereby repealed and replaced in its entirety as follows:
· A sign may be painted, stenciled or otherwise affixed flat to the surface or fascia of the awning or canopy and cannot extend vertically or horizontally beyond the limits of the awning.

· Characters can take up no more than 50% of the awning or canopy surfaces that face the primary street, but graphics/designs can encompass the entire canopy.

· One suspended sign may be suspended under an awning or canopy for each business establishment, not exceeding 4 sq. ft. in area and having a minimum clearance of 8 ft. above the sidewalk.
Chapter 22, Section 4.05 – DOWNTOWN MAIN DISTRICT, Signs - Sidewalk is hereby repealed and replaced in its entirety as follows:

· Sidewalk signs shall be limited to locations within ten (10) feet of the primary entrance to the use with which they are associated unless the sidewalk sign is for a special event that is taking place downtown.  If the sidewalk sign is to advertise a special event taking place downtown, the sidewalk sign may be permitted if it satisfies all the other pertinent regulations and if the sign is placed in a location downtown that is approved by the Fremont Zoning Administrator via a special event permit.  The sign shall be no less than two (2) feet from a curb.  No sidewalk sign shall be placed in a manner that reduces the traveled width of a required sidewalk to less than five (5) feet.

Sidewalk signs located in a public right of way shall be subject to approval of the Zoning Administrator.

· No sidewalk sign shall be higher than 4-1/2 feet or more than three (3) feet wide.

· The sign shall be removed from the sidewalk and taken inside at the close of business each day.

· At least fifteen percent (15%) of the sign area shall be permanently painted or affixed graphics.  The remainder may allow for changeable letters (reader board/message board) or handwritten advertisements.

· The sign must be constructed of weather-proof, durable material and kept in good repair.  The sign must be constructed of wood, metal or other natural material and must be heavy enough to withstand normal wind loads and occasional jostling by pedestrians, etc.

The Zoning Administrator may approve signs constructed of composite materials, provided that the sign shall consist of an opaque, dark background with lighter colored letters and graphics. 

· The owner of the sign shall provide proof of insurance in the amount determined from time to time by City Council and shall provide proof that the City of Fremont is an additional named insured on the policy.

Councilmember Dick Conley moved the adoption of the foregoing Ordinance, which was seconded by Councilmember Larry Breuker and thereupon adopted by the City Council of the City of Fremont by unanimous roll call vote, at a regular meeting held April 5, 2010.  
Yeas: Rynberg, Conley, Breuker

Nayes: None

Absent: Drake, Breinling

______________________________


James M. Rynberg, Mayor


______________________________


Todd Blake, Fremont City Clerk

Publication Date: 5/14/10
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