Fremont City Council

Regular Meeting Minutes

July 5, 2005

MINUTES – REGULAR MEETING

FREMONT CITY COUNCIL

Tuesday, July 5, 2005 – 7:00 PM

Mayor James M. Rynberg called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  Councilmember Dick Conley gave the invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag.

Present at Roll Call: Mayor James M. Rynberg and Councilmembers James Breinling, Larry Breuker and Jane Drake

Staff Present: City Manager Chris Yonker and City Clerk/Finance Director Todd Blake

Public Present: Ryan Coffee and Andy Lofgren

Approval of Meeting Agenda

Motion by Councilmember Drake, seconded by Councilmember Breinling to approve the meeting agenda; motion approved.

Mayoral Proclamation: Declaring September 16th as “Stepfamily Day” in Fremont

Mayor Rynberg presented a Proclamation declaring September 16th as “Stepfamily Day” in Fremont.  Following discussion, there was a motion by Councilmember Breinling, seconded by Councilmember Conley to confirm the proclamation as presented; motion approved.

Presentation of Certificate of Achievement to Mayor for Completion of MSU Citizen Planner Program

Mr. Ryan Coffee presented a certificate of achievement to Mayor Rynberg for completion of MSU’s Citizen Planner Program.  Mayor Rynberg encouraged new councilmembers & Planning Commission members to participate in the program.

Consent Action Items

Motion by Councilmember Drake, seconded by Councilmember Breinling and carried to approve the following consent action items:

· Minutes of the Regular and Closed Sessions held June 20, 2005

· Acceptance of MDEQ Wellhead Protection Grant for $45,000 for abandoned well management to safeguard public water supply wells and protect the groundwater aquifers

· Closure of Sheridan Street, between the east side of the Fremont Area District :Library exit on Sheridan Street and Darling Avenue, for a Library event on Saturday, July 30, 2005

Accounts Payable Report dated June 30, 2005 totaling $40,076.43

Motion by Councilmember Breinling, seconded by Councilmember Breuker to approve the accounts payable check register report dated June 30, 2005 totaling $40,076.43; motion approved.

Presentation of Annual Report of the Newaygo County Economic Development Office (NCEDO), Inc.

NCEDO Executive Director Andy Lofgren presented the annual report and summarized the significant activities and accomplishments of the organization.

Resolution R-05-21: Establishing the City of Fremont FY 05/06 Fee Schedule

Motion by Councilmember Breuker, seconded by Councilmember Drake to adopt Resolution

R-05-21 establishing the City of Fremont’s FY 05/06 Fee Schedule; amending motion by Breuker, seconded by Councilmember Drake to include additional changes noted by Council; amending motion approved; main motion approved.

Discussion on Implementing a Rental Housing Rehab Program for Downtown Properties

Council authorized staff to proceed with further development of guidelines for a Downtown Rental Housing Rehab Program in coordination with NCCS & CNH.

Resolution R-05-22: Amendment to MDOT Construction Contract @ Fremont Municipal Airport (FMA): Runway Markings & Lighting for New FAA Designated Approach

Motion by Councilmember Drake, seconded by Councilmember Breuker to adopt Resolution

R-05-22 amending the MDOT construction contact by $30,000 for the FMA runway markings and lighting on the new FAA-designated approach and amending the FY 05/06 Budget to account for the additional grant funds with a local match of $1,500; motion approved.

Resolution R-05-23: Grant Contract with MDOT for Design of Fencing & Aircraft Parking Apron Rehabilitation Project @ Fremont Municipal Airport

Motion by Councilmember Breinling, seconded by Councilmember Drake to adopt Resolution R-05-23 accepting an MDOT grant of $45,000 for design of perimeter fencing and apron rehabilitation and amending the FY 05/06 Budget to account for the grant with a local match of $1,125; motion approved.

Resolution R-05-24: Honoring the Service of Dr. Maynard DeKryger

Motion by Councilmember Breinling, seconded by Councilmember Conley to adopt Resolution R-65-24 honoring Dr. Maynard DeKryger for his years of service to the Fremont community; motion approved.

Setting a Public Hearing for the Next City Council Meeting to Consider the Vacation of the Alley South of Oak Street between Weaver & Mechanic Avenues

Motion by Councilmember Breinling, seconded by Councilmember Drake to set a public hearing for Monday, July 18, 2005 to consider the vacation of the alley south of Oak Street between Weaver and Mechanic Avenues; motion approved.

Appointments & Re-Appointments to the Planning Commission (PC)

Motion by Councilmember Drake, seconded by Councilmember Conley to appoint Peg May and Sherry Anderson Patterson to the PC with terms expiring June 2006 and June 2007 respectively, and making Peg May the liaison to the Zoning Board of Appeals; motion approved.

Discussion on Amending the City Charter

Council discussed amending Section 5.1(d) of the Fremont City Charter and Section 2-27 of Chapter 2 “City Planning” of the Code of Ordinances, for the purpose of permitting the appointment of elected officials to non-salaried “officer” positions and authorized staff to research the necessary steps for a charter and ordinance amendment.

The Following Written Communications Were Submitted for Council Review:

· City Manager’s Friday Newsletter: Semi-Mo. Progress Report on Key City Objectives, Policies & Projects

· City Council 6/27 Memo: “Update of Contact Info for City Manager”

· City Council 6/28 Memo: “Orientation Materials for new Councilmember”

· City 7/1/05 Press Release: “Community Communicates Ideas: Designing Fremont’s Neighborhoods”

· Fremont Polarfest Organizational Meeting Minutes of 6/15/05

· Newaygo County Recycling Board Minutes of the 6/2/05 Meeting

· Summer ’05 Issue of Land Conservancy of W. MI Newsletter: “Newaygo Co. Notes from the Prairies”

· Times Indicator Articles:

· 6/22/05: “Richard Conley Appointed to fill Fremont City Council Vacancy’

· 6/22/05: “Fremont Residents Invited to Attend Planning Workshop”

· 6/22/05: Fremont Police Chief Letter to Editor: “Power Outage”

· 6/22/05: “City of Fremont Water Quality Report”

· 6/29/05: “Fremont City Council Reviews 05/06 Budget”

· Muskegon Chronicle Articles:

· 6/22/05: “Hoffmaster Hunt Proposed”

· 6/29/05: “City Council Fills Empty Seat”

· MiBizWest 6/27/05 Article: “Village Concept Viable Scenario for Development”

Closed Session: Possible Land Acquisition

Motion by Councilmember Drake, seconded by Councilmember Breinling to enter into a Closed Session at 10:00 PM to discuss a possible land acquisition; motion approved by unanimous roll call vote.

The Closed Session ended at 10:27 PM and the Regular Session reconvened.

Adjournment

Motion by Councilmember Drake, seconded by Councilmember Breuker to adjourn the meeting at 10:27 PM; motion approved.


_________________________________


James M. Rynberg, Mayor 


___________________________________


Todd M. Blake, City Clerk
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